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MP Dr. Vikram Sahney takes up the issue of Indian Stranded Youth in Russia with Dr. S Jaishankar

Dr. Vikramjit Singh Sahney, Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha from Punjab, has issued an urgent plea to Ambassador of India to The Russian Federation H.E. Pawan Kapoor and Minister of External Affairs Dr. S. Jaishankar urging immediate action to repatriate seven Indian youth stranded in Russia.

Dr. Sahney said that he has also reached out to the Russian Ambassador to India H.E. Mr. Denis Alipov and H.E. Mr. Roman Babushkin, Deputy chief of Mission in India to take up the matter with their counterparts for the swift release of youth.

Dr. Sahney also stated that he is in constant contact with the distressed families and have obtained active phone numbers of the stranded youth which he has shared with the Indian embassy officials so that they can facilitate direct assistance to the youth for their repatriation.

Dr. Sahney informed that on 27th December, 2023, seven Indian youth, five of whom are from Punjab, travelled to Russia on visit visas. Due to an unfortunate misunderstanding, they inadvertently entered Belarus from Russia by road, lacking the necessary visas, resulting in their apprehension by Russian authorities.

The distressed youth have reportedly been coerced by Russian police into signing an agreement to serve in the Russian Army as helpers for one year, under threat of facing imprisonment for up to ten years for their unauthorized entry into Belarus. This dire situation has plunged the individuals and their families into profound distress and desperation.
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VIKRAMJIT SINGH SAHNEY
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(RAJYA SABHA)

March 7, 2024
Excellency,

Subject: Urgent Request for Assistance in the Repatriation of Stranded Indian Youth in Russia,

I am writing to your goodself with an urgent and critical matter concerning the welfare and safety
of Indian nationals currently stranded in Russia. It has been brought to my notice through several
media reports and direct communication with the families involved, of the distressing situation
faced by seven Indian youth, five of whom hail from Punjab, who travelled to Russia on 27th
December, 2023, on visit visas. Due to a regrettable misunderstanding, they inadvertently entered
Belarus from Russia by road without the necessary visas, leading to their apprehension by the
Russian authorities.

According to the information we have received, the Russian police have compelled these youth to
sign an agreement to work with their Army as helpers for a duration of one year, under the threat
of facing imprisonment for up to ten years for their unauthorized entry into Belarus. This coercive
measure has understandably left the individuals and their families in a state of distress and
desperation.

In light of this dire situation, I urge your goodself to take immediate and decisive action to ensure
the safe repatriation of these stranded Indian youth. I understand the complexities involved in
such matters and the diplomatic protocols that need to be followed. However, given the urgency
and sensitivity of this case, I implore you to take this case on compassionate grounds and
prioritize the expedition of this matter to secure the swift and safe return of our fellow citizens to
their homeland.

Furthermore, I am enclosing a video with this letter, released by these distressed youth, outlining
their plight. Additionally, I have obtained the mobile number of one of these stranded youth,
Gagandeep Singh, at +91 8195961906, which is currently active on WhatsApp. Your esteemed
office can reach out to him to provide assistance in their repatriation.

Warm regards,

Shri Pavan Kapoor
Ambassador of India to The Russian Federation

CC: Sh. S. Jaishankar
Hon'ble Minister of External Affairs
Govt of India

47, Westend Green, Shivaji Marg, Rangpuri, New Delhi 110037
Tel.: 011 - 42717171
Email : vikram.sahney@sansad.nic.in, vikramsahney@mppunjab.com




